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SUB J : U.S. BUSINESS MAN ASKED TO LEAVE IRAQ 

1. BRUCE A. GROVER, THE PROJECT MANAGER FOR SOLAR GAS TURBINES 
OF SAN DIEGO.A SUBSIDIARY OF INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER EXPORT, CO„ 

HAS BEEN ASKED TO LEAVE IRAQ. GROVER CALLED ON USINT ON DEC. 29 

AND SAID HE HAD JUST BEEN ADVISED TO LEAVETHE COUNTRY BY MR. AL-CHALA 
BI, 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE IRAQI STATE CONSULTING COMPANY FOR OIL PROJECTS 
(SCCOP). SCCOP IS THE CONTRACTING AGENCY FOR SOLAR GAS TURBINE ON 
A $5.6 MILLION PROJECT TO INSTALL COMPRESSORS IN THE IRAQI GAS 
GATHERING SYSTEM NEAR BASRA. 

2. GROVER SAID HIS PROBLEMS DEVELOPED OUT OF A DISPUTE WITH AN 
IRAQI SUB-CONTRACTOR, TAWFIQ KASSIR AND SONS, WHICH WAS ENGAGED BY 
SOLAR GAS TURBINES TO CARRY OUT THE CONSTRUCTION WORK FOR THE 
PROJECT. ACCORDING TO GROVER, THE TWO KASSIR BROTHERS NOW ACTIVE 
IN THE FIRM, ELIAS AND ASSAD, ARE DISHONEST AND UNRELIABLE, BUT 

ARE WELL CONNECTED IN SCCOP, PROBABLY AS A RESULT OF GENEROUS 
BRIBES TO SCCOP OFFICIALS. WHEN GROVER COMPLAINED TO SCCOP ABOUT 
THEIR OVERPRICING AND UNRELIABLE BEHAVIOR, HE RECEIVED A COOL 
RESPONSE AND WAS WARNED BY THE KASSIRS NOT TO DO SO AGAIN. 

AT ONE POINT, GROVER TERMINATED THEIR SUB-CONTRACT, BUT IT WAS 
REINSTATED BY SOLAR GAS NEGOTIATORS FROM HEADQUARTERS. AS A 
RESULT OF THE KASSIRS' WARNINGS AND OTHER HINTS HE HAD PICKED 
UP, GROVER THEN CONCLUDED THAT HE WAS PHYSICALLY IN DANGER, 
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BY THE KASSIR BROTHERS. 

3. GROVER MENTIONED HIS CONCERN FOR HIS PHYSICAL SAFETY TO 
CHALABI, THE PRESIDENT OF SCCOP, AND CHALABI ASKED HIM IF HE 
WANTED A BODY GUARD. WHEN HE SAID YES, CHALABI LOST HIS TEMPER 
AND SAID THAT GROVER HAD INSULTED HIS COUNTRY. CHALABI THEN 
ADVISED HIM TO LEAVE IRAQ IMMEDIATELY. 

4. GROVER HAS ASKED SOLAR GAS FOR A REPLACEMENT AND PLANS TO 
LEAVE IRAQ AS SOON AS HE CAN TURN OVER THE COMPANY'S BANK 
ACCOUNT, OBTAIN AN EXIT VISA.AND WITHDRAW HIS PERSONAL FUNDS FROM 
AN IRAQI BANK. GROVER SAID THE PROJECT IS TWO MONTHS BEHIND 
SCHEDULE AND ONLY 6 PERCENT COMPLETED. HE HAS ADVISED SOLAR GAS 
TURBINE TO WITHDRAW FROM THE PROJECT AND FORFEIT ITS PERFORMANCE 
BOND BUT HE BELIEVES THAT THE COMPANY WILL REJECT HIS ADVICE 

AND FINISH THE PROJECT. THE COMPANY WILL LOSE A CONSIDERABLE 
SUM IN DOING SO, BUT IT HAS A NUMBER OF OTHER PROJECTS IN THE 
ARAB WORLD AND DOES NOT WISHTO LOSE ITS GOOD REPUTATION. THE 
COMPANY ALSO HAS HOPES FOR ANOTHER $60 MILLION SALE 
IN IRAQ AND DOES NOT WISH TO FORFEIT ITS CHANCES FOR ADDITIONAL 
BUSINESS. 

5. GROVER SAID HE HAD EXPLAINED THE SITUATION IN FULL TO HIS 
COMPANY AND DID NOT NEED ANYTHING MORE FROM THE USG. HE 
THANKED USINT FOR ITS ASSISTANCE DURING HIS BRIEF AND UNHAPPY 
STAY IN IRAQ. 

WILEY 
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